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LOBSTER MEETINGS WRESTLE
WITH ENTRY, EFFORT

CASHES LEDGE NOMINATED TO
BE A NATIONAL MONUMENT

by MLA staff

By Melissa Waterman

The Department of Marine Resources’ (DMR) recent round of eight meetings
with the lobster industry generated some heated debate, with eastern Maine
zones largely in concurrence with DMR’s proposals and zones from midcoast
to the west expressing concerns. DMR Commissioner Pat Keliher and several
key staff members hit the road for the third time in recent years, this time to
speak directly with lobstermen about some potential changes to the lobster
entry system slated for debate during the upcoming legislative session.

In mid-September a coalition of environmental organizations, including the
Conservation Law Foundation, the National Geographic Society, the Pew
Charitable Trusts, and the Natural Resources Defense Council, petitioned
President Barack Obama to designate Cashes Ledge and the New England
Coral Canyons and Seamounts, a chain of undersea formations about 150 miles
off the coast of Massachusetts, as National Marine Monuments. These would
be the first such monuments on the East Coast. The proposal produced immediate opposition from fishing groups, lobstering associations, and Maine
Governor Paul LePage.
The Antiquities Act
President Obama, like past presidents, can create a national monument with
a stroke of his pen, due to the language of the 1906 Antiquities Act. The Act allows a president to create a national monument to protect areas of “historic
landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures, and other objects of historic or
scientific interest.” At the time the Act was passed by Congress, public lands
in the western states were being stripped of archeological relics. The intent of
the Act was to allow the president to act quickly, by himself, to protect these
sites. National Monuments receive permanent funding. Their status cannot be
revoked by subsequent presidents, and would require an act of Congress to reverse.

Lobstermen meet with DMR staff in Machias in September.
Photo by P. McCarron.
Continued on page 21

George W. Bush created the largest marine national monument in the nation’s history when he designated the Pacific Remote Islands National Marine Monument
in 2006, a vast stretch of ocean approximately 87,000 square miles in size. Obama
Continued on page 4
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Building positive relationships with fishermen,
lobstermen and clammers since 1935

By Melissa Waterman
Under the Coast Guard Reauthorization Act of 2010, all fishermen
who fish outside of the 3 nautical mile line must have passed a Coast
Guard safety exam of their vessel by October 15. According to Coast
Guard safety inspector Brian Smith, who works with fishermen from
Bar Harbor to Boothbay Harbor, lobstermen have been calling his office steadily to arrange the no-cost inspection. “Yes, there’s been an
increase in calls. We’re definitely doing more exams than six months
ago,” Smith said. As of August 31, 802 vessels have taken the exam. Of
those, 580 boats have passed.
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Safety inspector Garry Moores, who covers the coast from Canada
to Bar Harbor, is doing about 70% more exams than six months ago.
“The guys are pretty receptive to these exams. A lot of them, however,
aren’t really ready because they have never done one before,” he said.

P.O. Box 315

Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance

Moores has visited several boats that have
survival suits on board but no one on the
vessel has ever tried them on.

The exact items that are required for the safety exam differ based
on the length of the vessel, type of fuel used, number of crew, where
the vessel operates, and other factors. Both Smith and Moores encourage boat owners to go to www.FishSafe.info to fill out an online Commercial Fishing Vessel Checklist in order to prepare for the
dockside exam.
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President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

It’s a busy time of the year here on the Maine coast. In many
harbors the recreational boats are gone and the marinas
have turned quiet. At sea, however, Maine’s lobstermen are
still in the midst of another strong lobster season, hauling
in their million-dollar catch. Since September they have
been able to haul their traps on Sundays so they have a bit
more flexibility to keep fishing steadily as the air cools and
the days get shorter. Soon the weather will turn and many
lobstermen will begin to bring their traps ashore. But during October, it’s still full steam ahead!
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to fish. In this issue of Landings, we talk to the three Coast
Guard safety inspectors
about the ins and outs of
earning the Coast Guard
inspection decal before
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ten years due to closure by the New England Fisheries
Management Council, groups such as the Conservation
Law Foundation hope to ensure that no fishing will ever
occur on Cashes Ledge by making it a National Monument.
Landings examines the idea and the law behind it. We
also reprint an editorial against the idea written by John
Sackton, editor and publisher of SeafoodNews.com.
While October brings with it colder days and nights, it also
is a time of year when the building blocks of the Gulf of
Maine’s food web once again bloom. Phytoplankton grow
in great abundance in early spring each year; a bloom also
occurs in the fall months, however, as blustery storms move
in and the water layers of the Gulf begin to mix. Landings
talks with David Townsend, professor of oceanography at
the University of Maine,
about this quieter, but
all-important rite of fall.
Finally, what’s in a
name? As an article first
published by the CBC
(Canadian Broadcasting
Company) notes, a lot.
The Chinese, who are an
increasingly important
market for Maine lobster, think of all lobster
as “Boston” lobster, according to the article.
Canadian seafood firms
are trying to change that
notion through various
marketing
strategies.
But for now, “Boston”
is the Chinese term for
what we are busily hauling in.

We also review the recent series of meetings
held by Department
of Marine Resources
Commissioner Patrick
Keliher in September.
The purpose of the
meetings was to hear
from lobstermen their
thoughts about potential changes to the way
lobster licenses are issued. The long years that
October may bring cold days and nights, but for Maine’s
some people qualified to
lobstermen, it’s still the height of the fishing season.
lobster must often wait
until they are allowed to
MLA photo.
fish in a certain lobster
zone has caused anger
On a lighter note, we hear from John Tripp, one of the
and frustration in recent years. The Joint Committee on young lobstermen who took part in the Lobster Leadership
Marine Resources and the Governor have pledged to ad- Institute in 2014. Tripp, who fishes from Spruce Head, is
dress the issue in the Legislative session that begins in looking forward to a long and successful lobster career.
January. The Commissioner heard from lobstermen di- His experience in the Leadership Institute opened his eyes
rectly what they think his agency should and shouldn’t do, about the need to plan for the leaner times that may lie
which we summarize in this issue.
ahead and to keep informed of what is happening in the
In September a coalition of environmental groups put
forth a proposal to designate Cashes Ledge as well as offshore submarine canyons and seamounts in New England
as National Monuments. Declaring an area a National
Monument is a prerogative of the President and can be
done with a stroke of the pen. Despite the fact that Cashes
Ledge has been off-limits to bottom trawlers for more than

industry.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and please, let us know what
you want to read about in future issues!

The advertising deadline is the
second Monday of each month.
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Guest
COLUMN

GUEST COLUMN: An end run around the NE Fisheries Management Council

by John Sackton
First published on Sept. 15, 2015; reprinted with permission.
A group of conservation organizations in New England have called on President
Obama to use his authority under the Antiquities Act to declare certain marine
areas off New England as national monuments, in a new push to expand marine protected areas.
The Obama Administration is considering a national monument designation for three deep sea canyons and four sea mounts at the southern edge of
Georges Bank. The primary purpose of this designation is to protect deep sea
corals that are found in the canyons.
In addition, the Conservation Law Foundation is asking that the administration include Cashes Ledge in the monument designation. Cashes Ledge is an
area about 100 miles Northeast of Gloucester where a ridge rises to within 40
feet of the surface. The currents there are very conducive to mixing and support high productivity.
It has always been an important fishing ground. It was declared essential fish
habitat and closed to trawling by the New England Council in 2002. The CLF
petition seeks to go around NOAA and the Council, and make Cashes Ledge
part of a permanent marine sanctuary.
The petition is disingenuous because it fails to mention the forty year history
of fisheries management and habitat protection already in place through the
Magnuson-Stevens Act and other environmental laws. Saving Seafood has organized an industry petition to counter the very effective public campaign of
CLF.

largely been viewed by many involved
in the management process as an “endrun” to the current process. It removes
the ability for public and fishery stakeholders to provide input to a scientifically based, public process which is
held to clear goals and objectives and
replaces it with a purely political process.
The New England Fisheries Management
Council just completed their work on a
Habitat Amendment which will protect
large areas of Cashes Ledge. These new
John Sackton is editor and pubregulatory measures are scheduled to
lisher of SeafoodNews.com.
be in place by 2016. They’ll be working
on a regulatory action for deep sea canyons and seamounts toward the end of this month. The Mid-Atlantic Fisheries
Management Council also recently approved an action to protect deep sea
canyons and seamounts.
The success of the American system of fishery management, widely seen as
one of the best in the world, has relied on a transparent and decentralized system of regional fishery management councils, and the centralized authority of
NOAA. The key element of the law is that all management decisions must be
based on the best available science

There are many legitimate criticisms of the New England Fisheries Management
Council, which has one of the worst records in terms of stock management
among U.S. regional councils. However, the new measures that have been put
in place are in fact strenuously limiting fishing, with most stocks now harvested well below their sustainable limit. Over time this will lead to rebounding
fishery populations.

Currently there is a lot of discussion on the types of protections needed for
both the Canyons and Cashes ledge. The push for a national monument would
be an end run around these discussions. By making this a political issue outside the council, the NGO’s are essentially giving up on the council system to
make long term sustainability decisions. They would replace it with a political
process where choices are made not based on science, but on the relative political strength of the combatants.

Saving Seafood argues that current management actions are vetted via public
meetings where the best available science and analytical tools are scrutinized
in a transparent manner. The national monument request undermines the present democratic process established for fisheries management. In fact, it has

In some areas of the U.S., this type of politicization has already led to significant restrictions on commercial fishing, in favor of recreational fishing, with
worse conservation outcomes. The reallocation of Gulf red snapper to less responsible and monitored recreational fishermen is one example. The stock was
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Cashes Ledge continued from page 1

expanded that monument in 2014 to 490,000 square miles in total.
The New England Fisheries Management Council
Many fishermen and fishing organizations find the idea of the national monument designation troubling, in part because Cashes Ledge is under the jurisdiction of the New England Fisheries Management Council (NEFMC). Bottom
trawling and dredging have been banned there for more than a decade although
it remains open to lobstering.
Furthermore, the Council’s Omnibus Fisheries Habitat Amendment, after
twelve years in development, was approved by the Council in June with a reconfigured Cashes Ledge closure and additional protections for Ammen Rock.
Those within the commercial fishing world, and some outside that world, see
the action as an effort by environmental groups to circumvent the Council process [see John Sackton’s column in this issue]. A unilateral action by President
Obama would permanently end all fishing in the area and remove Cashes Ledge,
and the offshore seamount and canyon system, from further oversight by the
Council. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) held
a “Town Hall” meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, on September 14 to hear
public comments on the proposals.
Where is it?
There are two areas being considered for the national monument. Cashes
Ledge, well-known to Gulf of Maine fishermen, is located about 80 miles southeast of Portland. The highest peak in Cashes Ledge, Ammen Rock, holds the
deepest and largest kelp forest along the Atlantic seaboard. The New England
Coral Canyons and Seamounts area encompasses five undersea canyons and
four seamounts approximately 150 miles off the coast of Cape Cod. The four
seamounts, which are extinct underwater volcanoes, rise as high as 7,700 feet
above the ocean floor. The canyons and seamounts are noted for the diversity
and abundance of deep-sea corals, many of which are hundreds if not thousands of years old.
Who is against the Cashes Ledge nomination and why
In a joint letter to President Obama opposing the proposal, the Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s Association, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association, the Atlantic
Offshore Lobstermen’s Association, and other lobstering groups stated, “The
only fixed gear commercial fishery currently allowed [in the Cashes Ledge area]
is the lobster fishery, which is managed under the Atlantic Coastal Fisheries
Cooperative Act, via the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission and
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NOAA Fisheries. These organizations have determined that the placement of
lobster pots on the bottom has negligible impact on the habitat/bottom as
Cashes Ledge continues to thrive even with lobster fishing taking place.”
Furthermore, the organizations note that imposition of national monument
status on these federal waters and lands would completely circumvent the
Council process which, although slow-moving and often frustrating, reflects
multiple perspectives. “The management measures adopted to date have been
the result of countless discussions, public hearings, rulings and collaborative
efforts of scientists, commercial fishermen, state and federal fisheries managers, and other important stakeholders in the New England region. The key
point is that these efforts have all been taken in an open, democratic, deliberative, public process that allows individuals to offer public comments on proposed restrictions, and offer suggestions on how to mitigate negative impacts.”
In a separate letter to NOAA administrators, Senator Susan Collins and
Representative Bruce Poliquin also objected to any unilateral action by the
President and NOAA. The two officials stated, “A National Marine Monument
designation in the Cashes Ledge region could well undermine the NEFMC’s
longstanding, cooperative, and effective management systems and its years of
hard work to develop balanced management plans in the region. We are particularly troubled to learn that NOAA did not consult with the NEFMC about
its consideration of a National Marine Monument designation prior to public
notice of a Town Hall meeting.”
What next?
The designation process for a new National Monument is murky. “There are
few, if any, steps that need to be followed when designating a monument,” said
Terry Stockwell, chair of the NEFMC. “I’m not sure who will review the comments [ from the Providence meeting]. I suspect it will be the White House
Council on Environmental Quality. According to NOAA we will all be reading
the announcement, if it’s forthcoming, at the same time.”
Sackton continued from page 3

rebuilt from the efforts of the commercial sector, and then the fruits of that
rebuilding were taken from them.
In Florida a political campaign years ago outlawed all gillnets, putting some
entire fisheries out of business. In Alaska, there is a potential for a referendum
that would end set netting in Cook Inlet, in favor of suburban anchorage recreational fishermen.
All of these campaigns have in common the disregard for the give and take of
the present management system, and in particular the requirement that decisions have a scientific basis. The issues with Cashes Ledge and the Canyon
habitats can be described and measured scientifically. The Council’s actions,
and NOAA’s mandate, require that there be a scientific basis for regulations and
protections.
By making an exaggerated emotional claim—that unless the protections on
Cashes Ledge put in place in 2002 are retained forever, the entire ecosystem
will be destroyed—the environmental groups are taking this argument out of
the realm of science, and instead making a political end run. In the long run, a
small player like the commercial fishing industry cannot stand up to this kind
of attack.
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NEW LEADERS IN MAINE’S LOBSTER FISHERY: John Tripp, Spruce Head
In this series we continue our profiles of some of the young men and women who
took part in the Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance’s inaugural Lobster
Leadership Institute in May, 2014.
by Melissa Waterman
John Tripp’s new house sits on a wide expanse of cleared land in Spruce Head.
On this quiet afternoon his five-week-old daughter Everly and his wife Mallary
are resting upstairs. “We finished the house about a month before she was
born,” Tripp, 27, said. In the year since he participated in the Lobster Leadership
Institute, Tripp has experienced numerous changes, yet he radiates a sense of
calm.
“Everything about Prince Edward Island was totally different,” Tripp recalled,
thinking back on his visit to the island last year. He went lobstering with local
fishermen Robby Jenkins and John Lock. “Even the lobsters looked different.
They keep the small ones [called canners] which is the opposite of what we do.
And the bottom had very little variation.” Tripp was encouraged to take part in
the Institute by his father-in-law, MLA board member Tad Miller. He admits
that before getting involved he had a very different idea about the MLA. “You
think of the MLA, you think of trap limits,” he said. “But I’ve changed my mind
since then.”

“I think the lobsters are dropping off. It has to happen sometime,” he said.
Concern about the future of the fishery led Tripp to buy a used boat and to
put money into building his house now. “I want to get that paid down,” he explained. He recognizes that the lobster stocks found today might not be there
in future decades. “The Leadership Institute taught me to plan for the future.
I have 50 years ahead of me to fish and I know things are going to change. It’s
good to think ahead,” Tripp said.
In recent years more and more lobstermen driving big boats with big engines
have set their traps offshore, leading on occasion to something of a Wild West
situation. Tripp acknowledges that offshore lobstering has its good and bad
points. “Lobstering is about the most competitive thing there is. You have to
pay your dues. There’s a lot more effort going on out there, there has been and
there will be,” he said. He’d like to be
able to try fisheries other than lobster
but those avenues are closed for right
now. “I can’t get a scallop license and if
I got a shrimp license, there’s no guarantee I’d ever be able to use it,” he said.
Since taking part in the Leadership
Institute, Tripp has attended many of
the MLA Board of Directors’ monthly
meetings in Belfast. “I want to find out
what’s going on. Lobstermen are often
their own worst enemies, griping about
things which have been in the works for
a while. Anyone can go to the meetings
if they want to. They’ll listen to you,” he
said.
The afternoon is drawing on. Mallary
and newborn Everly come down to the
John and Everly.
living room. Tripp’s yellow Labrador
Photo by M. Waterman.
nudges at the door. The new house is
cool and clean, showing the pride Tripp
takes in his home and his life. He holds Everly in his arms. “This is about the
best thing that’s ever happened to me,” he says quietly.

The Sea Wife. Photo by Walt Barrows, wlb3.smugmug.com.
In addition to finishing his house and becoming a father, Tripp also bought a
new boat this year. “I bought it from my father. It’s a 42-foot Peter Kass John’s
Bay boat. I put in a new engine and new power plant, that sort of delayed the
season,” he said.
Tripp started lobstering when he was 11 in a 21-foot outboard his father
bought for his three sisters and himself to use. When he was 17 he purchased a
36-foot Jonesporter, built in 1967, then moved on to a 1973 wooden boat built
by Herbert Baum of Kennebunk. “That got me even further out,” Tripp said with
a grin, referring to his lobstering territory. Then he bought a 42-foot fiberglass
Lowell which he fished until purchasing the Sea Wife this year. “Now I’m way out,”
he said happily. He fishes 15-trap trawls offshore throughout the winter months.
This year his season has been fairly slow, Tripp said, in part because of work on
his new boat but also because his catch is down compared to previous years.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
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Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255.3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633.6054
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Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372.6941
Willis Spear, Yarmouth, 846.9279
Jay Smith, Nobleboro, 563.5208
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 829.2109
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Staff
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Executive Director
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Executive Assistant

STEAMING AHEAD
I often get asked how the lobster business is going. It’s
certainly a question worth asking, since Maine’s coastal
economy depends on the success of the lobster industry.
In recent years the answer to that question has varied a lot.
It’s been a wild ride in the lobster industry since the financial crisis of 2008. Prior to 2008, lobster landings were
slowly increasing but had only exceed the 70 million pound
mark twice. Lobster prices had pushed up during that
time, averaging more than $4.00 per pound in four separate years. Bait and fuel prices were on the increase, but
seemed manageable because of the rising lobster prices.
In the seven years since 2008, we’ve seen landings shoot up
from the 70 million pound mark; in three different years
they’ve hovered around 125 million pounds. During this
time, lobster prices dipped below $3.00 a pound in three of
those years, and then rebounded last year to nearly $3.70
a pound. Meanwhile fuel prices peaked at almost $5.00 a
gallon in 2008, dipped below $3.00 for a few years, and then
steadily climbed near the $4.00 mark. And bait prices have
crept up year after year.
Talk about a roller coaster ride! But the lobster industry
responded as best it could to those hard times. Many lobstermen adapted by making their businesses as efficient as
possible—burning less fuel, improving lobster holding capacity on deck and generally taking better care of their lobsters to maximize price. Lobster buyers and co-ops have
improved dockside infrastructure by adding aeration and
cooling systems and mechanizing the transport of lobsters
from boat to truck. Other dealers have invested in new
state-of-the-art land-based holding facilities, plus Maine’s
lobster processing capacity has grown. Lobster dealers
have successfully recruited a lot more customers both
here in the U.S. and abroad. And the industry as a whole
has collaborated to make a meaningful investment in marketing our product through the Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative.
The collective efforts of the industry seem to be paying off.
By most accounts, the 2015 season is shaping up to be a
great one along the coast. Lobstermen report prices are up
compared to last year, which was itself a solid year. Fuel
prices are way down, hovering just above the $2.00 a gallon mark. Lobster landings remain strong and prospects
for the future look good—lobstermen are seeing plenty of
small lobsters in their traps, which bodes well for coming
years.

For small business owners, 2015 is the kind of year you hope
for, but rarely get. When it does happen, life is good and a
whole lot less stressful. Still, how lobstermen respond as
small business owners to the good times will make a big
difference in how they will fare in years that are less successful.
Many lobstermen are taking advantage of these successful
years by injecting lots of money into the coastal economy.
Many beautiful and well-powered boats are being built and
launched. Trap builders are backlogged for months with
orders for brand new gangs of gear. And truck dealerships
are happily moving truck after truck off their lots and into
lobstermen’s driveways. Other lobstermen are becoming
home owners for the first time.
But, at the risk of being the proverbial wet blanket, don’t
let today’s strong landings and prices cause you to ignore
some basic business realities. Keeping any small business
profitable, whether it’s lobstering or the local coffee shop,
requires planning and smart investment. It means thinking
about the fiscal realities of the good years as well as those
that may lie ahead during the leaner years. Investments are
a necessary part of owning and running a business, as is
saving money and paying down debt. Knowing what are
the right things to do during the good times is critical to a
lobsterman’s long-term success.
It’s not all about today. Several years ago, the MLA helped
nearly 2,000 lobstermen obtain business training and develop a business plan through the TAA program. I hope
that those lobstermen are putting that training to good
use right now. And if you don’t have the business skills to
manage your business, seek them out. Every lobsterman,
no matter how small his or her boat or the number of traps
they set, has a great deal of money invested in the business.
Managing and planning for the future is essential to your
success when things change – and they will.
It’s a great time to be a Maine lobsterman. Enjoy these
times, but don’t forget to plan for your future.
As always, stay safe on the water.

Sarah Paquette
sarah@mainelobstermen.org

MLA DIRECTORS MEETING SUMMARY

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
6 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
info@mainelobstermen.org
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

Board of Directors’
meeting schedule
All meetings take place
at Darby’s Restaurant,
Belfast.
Oct. 7, 5 p.m.
Nov. 10, 5 p.m.
Dec. 2, 5 p.m.

The MLA Directors met on September 2 in Belfast. Chris
White attended the meeting as a guest. He is working on
a book about the New England lobster industry. He is attending meetings and events to observe and understand
the different voices in the industry.
Kathy Mills from the Gulf of Maine Research Institute
(GMRI) presented an overview of their lobster forecast
model developed to predict the timing of the shed. The
model was created in response to the ocean heatwave
that occurred in 2012, which resulted in a very large and
early shed. GMRI scientists wondered whether that ocean
heatwave could have been predicted, which lead to development of the model. It is considered a work in progress;
GMRI is seeking input from the lobster industry on its utility and how it may be improved.
The model uses water temperature data from several of
the NERACOOS buoys along the Maine coast collected
at 50 meters. Presently, the model’s is able to make more
accurate predictions for an early season as opposed to a
late season. It produces a probability that the start of the
shed will happen early or late relative to a “normal season,”
which is said to be July 3 to July 10.
MLA Directors offered feedback on the effort. The ap-

proach and predictions are too broad. Rather than using
a statewide average for temperature and issuing a single
prediction for the state, at least consider doing it regionally (i.e., southern, midcoast and downeast). Comparing the
start of the season to a “normal” shed is confusing. Many
lobstermen don’t know what “normal” is; lobstermen who
have fished for several decades consider a “normal” shed to
be what was seen prior to ten years ago, similar to this year.
The last ten years have been atypical and very unpredictable. In presenting the model’s prediction, there should be
more emphasis on educating the industry on which factors
are driving the prediction, rather than just giving a date.
The model and its predictions should focus on when the
shed will occur and the volume of the shed; it should not
make any predictions about how this may impact the market or price. The MLA will distribute a survey to its members to solicit additional feedback on this project.
Patrice McCarron updated the Directors on several issues:
The Commissioner has held the first two outreach meetings
on making changes to the lobster entry and licensing system. The key reforms under discussion include: 1) changing the currency of exit ratios to licenses for all zones, 2)
extending the age for students to obtain a full commercial
license from under 18 years of age to under 23 years of age;
3) create a lower cost limited lobster license with a lower
trap limit. The MLA Board had a very mixed response and
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is very concerned about the zone councils losing authority. MLA will attend all
of the meetings to continue to assess the issue and feedback from the industry.

SEARSPORT DREDGE PROJECT ON HOLD

ASMFC closed the herring fishery because the second trimester quota has
been caught. The industry was caught off guard by this because, based on landings, scientists had predicted that the quota would last through September.
However, a sudden spike in the weekly reporting resulted in the shutdown. The
issue is complicated by the rolling spawning closures which occur from midAugust to mid-October off, from downeast Maine to Massachusetts and New
Hampshire.

On September 8, the US Army Corps of Engineers and the Maine DOT announced the withdrawal of the Water Quality Certification (WQC)/ Natural
Resources Protection Act application for the Searsport Harbor maintenance
and improvement project. The letter stated that the application may be resubmitted at a future. In a subsequent interview, Maine Port Authority Director
John Henshaw commented that the application was withdrawn due to issues of
timing, and that he expects the application to be refiled. The Army Corps project manager noted that Army Corps wanted more time to study the project,
and that the application process was taking longer than expected.

The Conservation Law Foundation and several other environmental organizations are seeking to have Cashes Ledge and certain offshore submarine canyons designated as a National Monument. This can be done by presidential
order with little to no public input. The fishing industry is outraged, given the
time and resources invested in the recently completed New England Fisheries
Management Council’s Omnibus Habitat Amendment. The MLA will join the
state and other fishing groups in opposing this effort.
NMFS responded to MLA’s letter raising concerns about the federal observer
program. The NMFS letter generally dismissed MLA’s concerns with the exception of the issue of poor lobster handling on deck.
NMFS released its proposed rule to ban the imports of seafood that do not
meet U.S. bycatch standards under the Marine Mammal Protection Act. The
rules will not be implemented until at least the summer of 2016, and countries
which are not in compliance have 5 years to receive a “comparability finding”
or an acceptable plan before trade restrictions are imposed. This issue will continue to be monitored. Comments are due November 9.
Max Strahan is seeking signatures in Massachusetts to get a question on the
November 2016 ballot to ban gillnet gear and other fishing gear capable of
harming whales and turtles. This is not the first time he has tried this; he would
need to get nearly 65,000 signatures for this to move forward.
Membership renewals are underway and going well; there’s been great feedback on the new hats. Those who join before September 15 will be entered into
the raffle.
April Gilmore McNutt has resigned her position as Navigator with the MLA to
have more time with her son Walter and her family. She will be missed!
The next MLA meetings will be October 7, November 10 and December 2.
Note: the MLA will be attending the U.S.-Canada Lobster and the Changing
Ecosystem conference from November 3 to 6 on Prince Edward Island.
HERRING UPDATES
The ASMFC Herring Section closed the Area 1A herring fishery, effective
August 28, though herring vessels voluntarily stopped fishing on August 26. The
ASMFC earlier had cited data that showed herring were being caught at a rate
that would have allowed the fishery to continue through September. However
the landings rate accelerated significantly in late August resulting in the shutdown. Since then, it has been reported that the landings were not monitored
accurately due to a computer glitch. The Area 1A fishery will reopen on October
1, when all vessels are allowed access to the fishery.

MLA SAYS NO TO A NATIONAL MONUMENT IN THE GULF OF
MAINE
The MLA joined several other fishing industry groups (Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s Association, Atlantic Offshore Lobstermen’s Association,
Downeast Lobstermen’s Association, Maine Lobstermen’s Union, Stellwagen
Bank Charter Boat Association, Rhode Island Lobstermen’s Association,
Gloucester Fisheries Commission and the American Bluefin Tuna Association)
in signing a letter to PresidentObama strongly opposing the designation of
Cashes Ledge and the offshore canyons as a National Monument. Such a designation could permanently ban fishing and other activities in the area and could
be expanded at any time in the future. The letter notes that this potential designation would usurp the established habitat and fisheries management public
process and could be economically catastrophic not only to the fishermen, but
also to hundreds of small coastal communities in New England. MLA has also
been in touch with state officials and Maine’s federal delegation on this issue.
GMRI SEEKS INDUSTRY FEEDBACK ON LOBSTER FORECAST
MODEL

The Gulf of Maine Research Institute (GMRI) has developed a forecast for
when the Maine lobster fishery will shift into its high-landings mode. Using a
model that relates water temperatures at 50 meters measured at several of the
NERACOOS coastal buoys to landings data, GMRI predicts the timing of when
the fishery will “turn on” for the year. In 2015, the official prediction (issued
April 15) was that there would be a 43% chance that the fishery will turn on one
week late (July 7-17).
GMRI is seeking input from lobstermen and others in the industry to help evaluate and improve these forecasts. Through answers to the following questions,
GMRI will assess lobstermen’s thoughts on this year’s forecast and identify options for how it might be improved. Any responses ( full or partial) are appreciated; please e-mail responses to Kathy Mills at kmills@gmri.org. You can learn
more about the modelling approach and the full series of forecasts for 2015 are
available at www.gmri.org/lobster-forecast.
•

Which lobster zone do you fish in?

•

What is your home port?

Atlantic Herring Landings

•

Where do you typically fish? (approximate lat/long or place name)

Data through September 20, 2015

•

When do you normally expect to start catching shedders?

Area

Current Week’s
Catch

Cumulative
Catch

Quota June 1
thru Sept 30

Total Annual Percent Quota
Quota

•

When did you start to pick up shedders this year?

1A

3

21,038

20,926

30,290

70%

•

Did the shed come on quickly, or did they stream in?

1B

9

2,909

4,922

59%

•

2

0

11,346

32,100

35%

If you could have advanced warning of one aspect of the lobster fishery ( for
example, timing of the shed, volume of the catch, price, etc.), what would be
most useful to you?

•

Do you have other comments or feedback on the lobster forecast model?

3

2,822

28,773

44,910

64%

Total

2,834

63,953

104,566

61%

The ASMFC implements rolling spawning closures in the herring fishery to provide adequate protection for spawning herring and prevent damage to herring
egg beds. Since there were not sufficient samples to determine the spawning
condition of the fish, the default spawning closures were implemented. Herring
taken legally outside the Spawning Area Closures may be transported through
the area only if all of its fishing gear has been stowed. Additional closures will
be announced when ripe females are detected.
• Eastern Maine Spawning Area: August 15 through September 11, 2015
• Western Maine Spawning Area: September 1 through September 28, 2015.
• Western Maine and Mass/NH Spawning Area: September 21 through
October 18, 2015.

MAINE LOBSTER MARKETING COLLABORATIVE
The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative met in September in Rockland,
Maine. Representatives from Weber Shandwick were in attendance to update
the Board on implementation of the marketing plan to date. The strategy—to
work with chefs to move new shell lobster into East Coast markets during peak
supply and ramp up MLMC’s web and social media presence—has been extremely successful. Both chefs and consumers have been eager to learn about
the taste and seasonality of Maine new shells.
Continued on page 8
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MLA continued from page 7

COAST GUARD SAFETY STICKERS DUE OCT. 15
Lobstermen who fish outside the 3 nautical mile line must successfully complete a dockside safety exam and be issued a safety decal for your commercial
fishing vessel no later than October 15, 2015. After that date, the exam must be
completed at least every five years.
If your vessel was examined and safety decal issued after January 1, 2013, you
are not required to have your vessel reexamined until five years from the date
when the decal was issued. If you are
boarded by the Coast Guard and found
not in full compliance, you may be subject to enforcement action to include a
civil penalty, termination of the vessel’s
voyage, or other operational controls.
NOTE: Effective February 26, 2016, new
safety regulations require that vessels
fishing outside of 3 nautical miles must
carry survival craft that ensures no part
of an individual is immersed in water.
To schedule your exam, contact
Seabrook, NH to Waldoboro: Kevin Plowman, 207-780-3526, kevin.f.plowman@
uscg.mil
Waldoboro to Ellsworth: Brian Smith, 207-664-3931, brian.m.smith@uscg.mil
Ellsworth to Eastport: Garry Moores, 207-838-4440, fvexaminer@myfairpoint.net
DOUBLE GEAR MARKING IN EFFECT FOR JEFFREYS LEDGE
AND JORDAN BASIN
Effective September 1,
2015, two additional Gear
Marking Areas go into effect, including a large area
around Jeffreys Ledge and
another near Jordan Basin
as part of the federal whale
rules. Gear fished in the
Jeffreys Gear Marking Area
must be marked with red
and green; gear fished in the
Jordan Basin Gear Marking
Area must be marked with
red and purple.
The rope must be marked
at least three times (top,
middle, bottom) and each
mark must total 12-inch in
length. If the mark consists
of two colors then each color
mark may be 6-inch for a total mark of 12-inches.

Fall 2015 Inshore Trawl Survey
aboard F/V Robert Michael
The fall groundfish trawl survey conducted by the Maine Dept. of Marine
Resources is scheduled to begin September 28th in New Hampshire working east to Lubec. The weekly schedule breaks down as: Sept. 28 through
Oct. 2, we will be working from New Hampshire to Cape Elizabeth; Oct.
5 through 9, we will be working from Portland to Muscongus Bay; Oct.
12 through 16, we will be working in Penobscot Bay area (Port Clyde to
Isle au Haut); Oct. 19 through 23, we will be working from Isle au Haut to
Schoodic Point (Mt. Desert Is. Area); and Oct. 26 through 30, we will be
working from Schoodic to Lubec (eastern Maine). Schedules are subject
to the weather conditions and can change at the last minute.
The data collected by the survey is used in the assessment of lobster stocks
and many other species of fish and shellfish. The better information we
have about ALL our fishery resources, the better we can defend our fisheries and livelihoods. In order to complete the required minimum number of tows for each of our 20 strata, we are asking for the cooperation of
lobstermen in clearing proposed tow areas of gear. Mailings of proposed
daily tow schedules with start and stop coordinates and area overviews
to all lobster license holders have already started. Thank you for your cooperation.
Tow Schedule and Updates will be available via several methods:
For detailed charts, please call Sally Sherman 633-9503, Keri Stepanek
633-9530.
Web site: www.state.me.us/dmr/rm/trawl/trawl.htm.
Marine Patrol: Division I, Boothbay @ 633-9595 or Division II, Lamoine @
667-3373.

Many thanks to these fine businesses,
the MLA’s Keeper members!
Accutech Marine Propeller

Island Fishermen’s Wives

Allen Insurance & Financial

Island Seafood II, LLC

Atlantic Edge Lobster

Kips Seafood Co.

Atwood Lobster

Lake Pemaquid Inc.

Beals-Jonesport Cooperative

Linda Bean’s Maine
Lobster

Orion Seafood International

Bell Power Systems Inc.

Lobster ME

Bowdoin College Dining
Services

Penobscot Bay & River
Pilots Assn.

Lobster Products Inc.

Buoysticks.com
Cape Cod Bait
Cape Porpoise Lobster Co.
Inc.
Chapman & Chapman

TRAP TAGS CAN BE HOG RINGED
The DMR is reminding lobstermen that you no longer need to contact your local Marine Patrol Officer to obtain replacement tags, unless you have a major
loss. If you are shifting gear, you may cut your tag out of a trap and hog ring it
into the bridge of the trap. Be sure that you do not cut any of the identifying
information so it is clear to Marine Patrol that it is a legal 2015 trap tag.

John’s Bay Boats

North Atlantic Power
Products
Northeast Marine Survey
Inc.
Novatec Braids LTD
O’Hara Corporation

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.

Penobscot East Resource
Center

Machias Savings Bank

Pete’s Marine Electronics

Maine Financial Group

PJ Lobster Company

Maine Lobster Dealers
Association

Polyform US

Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Maine Lobstermen’s Com- Co-op
Chase Leavitt & Co.
munity Alliance
Port Lobster Co.
Coastal Documentation
Maine Maritime Museum
Quahog Lobster Inc.
Conary Cove Lobster Co.
Maine Port Authority
Re/Max Oceanside
Cousins Maine Lobster
Maine Sea Grant
Seaview Lobster Co.
Cushing Diesel, LLC
Marine Hydraulic EngiSouth Bristol Fishermen’s
Damariscotta Bank & Trust neering Co. Inc.
Cooperative
Co.
McMillan Offshore SurSuperior Bait and Salt
Eastern Tire & Auto Servival Training
Superior Marine Products Inc.
vice
Midcoast Marine Supply

Guy Cotten, Inc

Mount Desert Oceanarium The Compass Insurance
Group
Muscongus Bay Lobster
The First NA
Nautilus Marine FabricaVinalhaven Fishermen’s
tion Inc.
Co-op
Newcastle Chrysler Dodge
WD Matthews Machinery Co.
Jeep
Weathervane Seafoods Inc.
New England Marine &

Harbor Bait Inc.

Industrial Inc.

Weirs Motor Sales Inc.

HR Beal& Sons Inc.

New England Propeller

:LOOLDP&RI¿Q 6RQV

Insterstate Lobster Co.

Nicholas H. Walsh, PA

Williams CPA Group LLC

Finestkind Scenic Cruises
F W Thurston Co. Inc.
Georgetown Fishermen’s
Coop
Gulf of Maine Lobster
Foundation

Island Fishing Gear & Auto
Parts

Worcesters Lobster Bait
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS
Back River Financial Group
John Hallee
690 Maine Ave
Farmingdale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
info@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation and review of previous
tax returns.
BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
155 Rear Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple drum purchases (must show current MLA card).
Dropping Springs Lobster and Bait
Anthony Robinson
6A Portland Fish Pier
Portland, ME 04101
207-272-6278; 207-518-9049
Lighthouse Lobster & Bait
PO Box 194
Eastport, ME 04631
207-853-3137
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
Wayne Reichle
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143
wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
New England Fish Co.
446 Commercial St.
Portland, ME, 04101
207-253-5626
nefco@mac.com
www.raberfisheries.com
Purse Line Bait
PO Box 276
Sebasco Estates, ME 04565
207-389-9155
jenniebplb@yahoo.com
BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
Richard Stanley Custom Boats
PO Box 275
Bass Harbor, ME 04653
207-244-3795
lorraine@richardstanleyboats.com
www.richardstanelycustomboats.com
$1,000 off final hull price with MLA membership
SW Boatworks
Stewart Workman
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top.
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS

FISHING, MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL
SUPPLIES
Grundens USA Ltd
PO Box 2068
Poulsbo, WA 98370
360-779-4439/800-323-7327
info04@grundens.com
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 207-548-6302;
Southwest Harbor: 207-244-7870;
Rockland: 207-594-8181;
Portland: 207-774-1772;
Jonesport: 207-497-2778;
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts available to commercial fishermen
GIFTS
Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional product orders.
HYDRAULICS
Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
PO Box 2832
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for MLA
members.
Hews Company
Katy Hews
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@hewsco.com
www.hewsco.com
10% of all hydraulic components & Cable Craft
cables in 2015.
INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com
INSURANCE
Acadia Insurance
Mandi Nickerson
1 Acadia Commons
Westbrook, ME 04092
207-874-1642
mandi.nickerson@acadia-ins.com
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA members. Additional 5% discount with proof of
completed C.G. Fishing Vessel Drill Conductor
course within the last 5 years.

Penobscot Marine Museum
PO Box 498, 5 Church St
Searsport, ME 04974
207-548-2529
kgoldner@ppm-maine.org
www.penobscotmarinemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members.

Varney Agency Inc.
Pam St. Clair
32 Oak St.
Bangor, ME 04401
207-947-5032 x3011
pstclair@varneyagency.com

ELECTRONICS

LEGAL SERVICES

Midcoast Marine Electronics
700 Main St
Rockland, ME 04841
207-691-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com
10% off list price on all marine electronic products

Law office of J. Scott Logan, LLC
75 Pearl Street
Portland, ME 04101
207-699-1314
20% discount on foreclosure defense, bankruptcy legal fees.

FINANCIAL & INVESTMENT

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/WHOLESALE/
RETAIL

Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com

Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net

Calendar Islands Maine Lobster LLC
6A Portland Fish Pier
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9140
john@calendarislandsmainelobster.com
Canobie Seafoods, Inc.
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com
Channel Fish Co.
370 East Eagle St.
East Boston , MA 02128
617-569-3200
paula@channelfishco.com
www.channelfishco.com
Cozy Harbor Seafood Inc.
PO Box 389
Portland, ME 04112
207-879-2665
jnorton@cozyharbor.com
www.cozyharbor.com
Craig’s All Natural LLC
25 Winecellar Rd.
Durham, NH 03824
603-397-5331
craig@craigsallnatural.com
www.craigsallnatural.com
10% discount on All Victoinox Cutlery
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
Garbo Lobster
Pete Daley
PO Box 334
Hancock, ME 04640
207-422-3217
peted@garbolobster.com
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com
Luke’s Lobster
459 Grand St.
Brooklyn, NY 11211
212-387-8487
ben@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com
Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Coop
275 Island Rd
South Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net

MARINE ENGINES
Milton Cat
16 Pleasant Hill Rd
Scarborough, ME 04070
stewart_tuttle@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com

www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.
Central Maine Cold Storage
84 Heritage Park Rd.
Bucksport, ME 04416
207-702-9045
brian@cmcs.biz
RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billys Inc.
PO Box 837
Ogunquit , ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com
Red Lobster Seafood Co.
450 S Orange Ave, Suite 800
Orlando, FL 32801
sazambuja@redlobster.com
www.redlobster.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SALT
Maine Salt Company
677 Coldbrook Rd
Hermon, ME 04401
207-848-3796
maccem@juno.com
www.mainesalt.com
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
5% off list price on traps purchased at the
Friendship store.
Sea Rose Trap Co.
137 Pleasant Hill Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-730-2063
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA members

Check out the collection of unique and unusual lobster
designs & illustrations by native Maine artist Andrew M. Cook.

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
23 Pedleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
10% off fresh picked lobster meat.

www.lobsteringisanart.com
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SW

Boatworks is now taking orders for new
Calvin Beal 42’ Hull/Top packages for
2016. The 42’ Calvin Beal design is similar to the
38’ Calvin Beal, but with more length to accomPRGDWH ERWK FRPPHUFLDO DQG VSRUWV ÀVKLQJ GHmands and a width of 15’. This design has been
approved by Calvin Beal and Captain Stewart
Workman. Production of the 42’ hulls and tops will
begin January 1, 2016. Demand for the boats has
been great which means only nine production
spots remain for 2016. Call now to reserve yours!

SW Boatworks
Custom Boat Building and Repair
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-461-6081
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com

Present your MLA membership
MLA MEMBERS
DISCOUNT DIRECTORY

card at the following businesses and
receive generous discounts!

Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc.
Dover, NH -- 20% off propeller repair.
Discounts vary by manufacturer for new
propellers,shafting and other hardware.

Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts
DYDLODEOHWRFRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ

Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new
installations.

Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off all hydraulic
components and Cable Craft cables in
2015.

Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous tax returns.

/DZ2IÀFHRI-6FRWW/RJDQ//&
Portland, ME -- 20% discount on foreclosure defense and bankruptcy legal fees.

National Fisherman
North Hollywood, CA -- Special annual
subscription rate.
North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% off marine gears, controls, accessories, and parts.
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.
Richard Stanley Custom Boats
%DVV+DUERU0(RIIÀQDOSULFH
of hull with MLA membership

Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum
on multiple drum purchases (must show
current MLA card).

0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promotional product orders.

Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in
stock items for MLA members.

Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME--10% off MLA merchandise.

Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual
subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA
membership noted on check.

Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG
approved Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 10% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training.

SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top

Midcoast Marine Electronics
Rockland, ME -- 10% off list price on all
marine electronic products

Weathervane Seafood Inc.
Kittery, ME – 10% off mail order purchases. Just mention you are an MLA member.
1-800-914-1774.

Craig’s All Natural
Durham, NH -- 10% discount on all Victoinox Cutlery.
Friendship Trap Company
Friendship, ME -- 5% off list price on traps
purchased at the Friendship store.

Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to comPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV

Sea Rose Trap Co.
Scarborough, ME -- 5% off trap list price
when you show your MLA card.

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked lobster meat.

October 2015 | LANDINGS | Page 11

ANNOUNCING THE WINNERS
OF THE MLA MEMBERSHIP
RAFFLE!!

Built the Best. Built to Last.
Built Your Way.

Grand Prize Winner: Alfred Petterson,
South Thomaston
Alfred has been a lifelong member of the
MLA and won $500!

As a younger fisherman, I always want to
experiment and try new ideas so I can catch
more lobster. The folks at Friendship Trap are
always there to help me develop these ideas
and get the traps just the way I want them.
AND, I get a top quality trap that’s built to last
delivered when I need it.
—Trevor Hooper
Corea, ME

First Runner-Up: Cary Lunt, Bass Harbor
$50 to Brooks Trap Mill!
Second Runner-Up: Richard Wall, Tenants Harbor
$25 to Hamilton Marine!

WHEN THE LOBSTER
MEETS THE TRAP,
YOUR EFFORTS TURN TO CASH!
You know how to catch lobster;
Friendship knows how to build traps –
together we can put more money in
your pocket. Can we help you earn
more with your next set of traps?

Congratulations!
Thank you to all our members for your
continued support.

“I really enjoy providing helpful information to our customers.
I see what’s working along the coast and can provide ideas
that can help them design their traps. Effort spent getting
their traps just the way they need them pays off!”
—Jerry Wadsworth, Friendship Trap road sales

HAVEN’T RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP YET?
JOIN NOW!
By phone: 207-967-4555 with a credit card
Online: www.mainelobstermen.org/membership
By mail: MLA, 2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043

Here to serve you!
Jerry Wadsworth (207) 542-0842 jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
Jimmy Emerson (207) 483-6555 jemerson@friendshiptrap.com
Friendship Office: (800) 451-1200; (207) 354-2545
Find us
Columbia Falls Office: (800) 339-6558
on Facebookk
Visit our website: www.friendship
ptrap
p.com
www.friendshiptrap.com

MAINE

H

HAMILTON

MARINE

COMMERCIAL SUPPLIES
Stainless Steel
Searchlight
One Mile Beam!

Deck Light
:DWW+DORJHQOLJKWY[
with stainless steel bracket and rugged
ABS housing.

'LDPHWHU90D[LPXP
Deck Thickness: 1-1/2"
250,000 Candle Power,
VET-Z7012
$
Order# 135851

$

351

80

USCG APPROVED

$

279

99

RVS-1409A
Order# 743829

$

11399 Search RIL-

Reg 1459.99 $
STD-CP590NC
Order# 752870

Glove Liners

Premium Adult Universal
Survival Suit
USCG APPROVED
Hi-vis yellow inflatable pillow, face
mask and ankle adjustments, removable head pillow, articulated arms for
easer donning. 3 fingered mitt.

3

$ 59
dozen

29999

HMG-GLPC
Order# 758617

Fish Basket

Hot Tub Coils

:[/[+
All plastic construction,
2-piece hinged lid.
100 lb capacity.

Orange plastic with holes,
1 bushel capacity.

Stainless steel tubing. Do not
bleach. Includes zinc.

4999

HML-LOB-CRATE
Order# 158132

149

$
$

1999

HML-BASKET-PLAS
Order# 118243

1259

LIMITED QUANTITY!
SPECIAL
Polyester/cotton
PURCHASE!
EOHQGRQHVL]HƓWVDOO

Lobster Crate

$

FROM

IXOO9*$[KLJK
SPECIAL
resolution display. Radar and
PURCHASE!
fish finder capable. C-MAP NT+
and C-MAP MAX compatible.

186999

$

M-Series: Dually & Dually2 & 6", 10", 20", 30" 40"
with high purity aluminum housings.

CP590 12" GPS/WAAS Chartplotter

SIT-T760
Order# 754193

KNT-1540-AU
Order# 753274

High Performance LED Lights

$

OPT-DL55CS
Order# 139482

7" color LCD display. Intuitive
touch screen/rotary dial
control. 16-48 rpm rotation
speeds. 4kW, 24nm, includes
18" radome antenna.

399
499

3 fingered mitt, retro reflective tape,
5mm flame retardant neoprene.
Includes whistle & storage bag.

2339

T-760 Radar

ACCUSAT™ 406 MHz EPIRBs
Non-hazardous battery, stainless steel
antenna, 6 year warranty, 6 year battery
replacement. GMDSS/USCG Approved.
Cat II Manual
$
99 6 Year
GME-MT403
Order# 731676
Battery!
Cat I Automatic
GME-MT403FF $
99
Order# 731678

Adult Universal Survival Suit

800-639-2715 • hamiltonmarine.com

99

Reg 179.99
13.5" Diameter, 30" Tall
Order# 122640
17" Diameter, 24" Tall
Order# 122639

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT

SAVE

30

$

99

SAVE

200

$

X-Trapper Jacket
and Trousers
Made with ripstop
IDEULFŴH[LEOHVWURQJ
and comfortable.
Sizes S-2XL.
Jacket
Search# GYC-VXT
Pants
Search# GYC-XTR

FREE HEAT from your engine’s
closed cooling system!

Flush mount or ducted models.
Available in 28,000 to 40,000 BTUs.

Search# MH-

Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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SEE THE UNSEEN
Nothing Compares To

AQUAMESH

®

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our
complete range of marine power systems solutions is backed by a team with
exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contacts:
(in ME, NH, VT) Stewart Tuttle, 207-885-8082, Stewart_Tuttle@miltoncat.com
(in MA, RI) Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

1.800.762.6374
1.508.234.8715
www.riverdale.com

$411-564#2/+..
$411-564#2/+..
/#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5


:RUNLQJWRPDNH
\RXUEHVWVHDVRQHYHU
a7KHRQHVWRSVKRSIRU\RXUOREVWHU FRPPHUFLDOILVKLQJQHHGVa

9LVLWXVRQOLQHDWZZZEURRNVWUDSPLOOFRP
-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(
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News & Comment for and by the Fishermen of Maine

NEW ENGLAND’S MOST
READ COMMERCIAL
FISHING NEWSPAPER
All along the Maine Coast, and in ports south to Cape Cod

It’s what
fishermen read!
Independent journalism brought to the industry
entirely by our advertisers without federal,
NGO or grant support.
Committed To Quality In The
American News Tradition Since 1995

WWW.GRUNDÉNS.COM

Breaking News
The Tough Questions
Valued Answers

The leader with 8,000 copies monthly
from Eastport to Kittery and on to Cape Cod.

207-963-7195

Send letters, news, stories to:
P.O. Box 253 Gouldsboro, ME 04607
Email: info@fishermensvoice.com

www.fishermensvoice.com

PORTLAND REDHEADS
When you need to go hard,
frozen-at-sea redfish heads.
Available through our dealer networks.
Portland Redheads
207--
Jeff@Pshellfish.com
Division of Portland Shellfish Co Inc.

Straight from the cold waters of Iceland to you!
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FALL PHYTOPLANKTON DEPEND ON LIGHT, NUTRIENTS
By Melissa Waterman
It’s fall. Night and day are approximately the same number of hours. The air is
cool, and brisk northeasterly storms swell across the Gulf of Maine. The Gulf,
however, still remains warm since water retains the summer heat much longer
than the land. And out there, once again, the engine of the Gulf ’s food web is
kicking into gear.

During the summer, the Gulf of Maine is like a Jello parfait. At the surface is a
deep layer of warm, nutrient-depleted water. As one moves deeper, water temperatures drop very gradually. In the middle is a layer of slightly mixed water,
called the thermocline. Below the thermocline layer, water temperature will
drop abruptly, leaving a layer of very cold, nutrient- and oxygen-filled water at
the bottom of the Gulf. The three layers coexist together but do not mingle, like
layers of different-colored Jello in a parfait.
Come fall, when the hours of sunlight decrease, that surface layer of warm water
begins to diminish. Autumn storms will churn it up, allowing the cold deeper
water to rise up to replace it through a process called convection. The thermocline layer expands in size as nutrients
from the bottom layer mix with the
warmer surface water layer. “The thermocline (slope) is gentle,” Townsend
said. “Phytoplankton are getting less
light but more nutrients [than during
the summer].”

Close-up images of Gulf of Maine phytoplankton reveal their beauty.
Photos by D. Townsend.
Most recognize the tell-tale green hue of the Gulf of Maine in the spring when
microscopic plants produce an abundance of chlorophyll known as the phytoplankton bloom. The spring bloom is fueled by the warming surface of the Gulf
combining with the oxygen-rich water churned up from the depths from the
winter’s storms and nutrients brought in by meltwater from the region’s many
rivers. But what happens in the fall? The phytoplankton once again bloom, but
in patterns that are patchy and unpredictable, quite dissimilar to the spring
bloom. “No one has really studied the fall bloom,” explained David Townsend,
professor of oceanography at the University of Maine School of Marine Sciences.
“In theory it does occur.”

Townsend, who has tracked phytoplankton in the Gulf for decades, finds
the fall phytoplankton bloom somewhat mysterious. “The satellite images
[which show concentrations of chlorophyll produced by the phytoplankton]
aggregate the data. You could have a
high concentration in one pixel [of the
image] and zero in the next,” he noted.
It’s the variation among areas of the
Gulf that he believes tells the story of
the fall bloom. “In all years there must be
the same productivity but it is expressed
in a different way. Instead of a bloom it’s
more of a gradual increase,” he said.
One of the factors that influences the fall phytoplankton bloom is the temperature of the water at depth. In some years bottom waters in the Gulf are particularly cold; in other years much warmer and saltier. Townsend explained that
the difference in temperature is related to the amount of melting occurring in
the Arctic Ocean.
Continued on page 17

If it’s not from

Maine,

it’s just Lobster

It’s peak lobster season in Maine and we are still celebrating! We recently invited chefs and media to
Maine to experience all that goes into bringing Maine Lobster from “trap to table.” Activities included
a lobster boat tour, a visit to the Maine State Aquarium, and a trip to the annual Claw Down event.
Chefs and media alike were immersed in the Maine way of life, and have become ambassadors for the Maine
Lobster story! The chefs and media shared images of their Maine experiences on social media and garnered over
250,000 views on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook, with more substantial print and online coverage to come.

www.lobsterfrommaine.com
facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine
twitter.com/lobsterfromme
instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine
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CANADA AIMS TO LOSE THE “BOSTON” LOBSTER NAME
By Paul Withers, CBC News
First published on Sept. 2, 2015; reprinted with permission.
With Canadian lobster sales in China at record levels, a major Nova Scotia exporter is trying to rebrand the tasty crustacean to overcome its generic name
in China: “Boston lobster.”

The first company in the Chinese market was American. “Boston lobster” has,
as a result, become the generic name for all two-clawed lobsters from North
America. “We feel we need to do some work to educate the market and consumer to better understand the origin of the lobster to tell them the story, the
environment and the community,” says Liu.

“We all know Canadian lobster is better quality than lobster from the U.S. side,”
says Jack Liu, of Zoneco, a large Chinese seafood company that has bought into
the Nova Scotia lobster industry. “It’s stronger, the meat is fuller. The yield is
high, there is more meat inside.”

Replacing a widely-accepted generic name is
going to be very difficult.

Sales of live Canadian lobster to China — mostly from Nova Scotia — have more
than tripled in the last few years. By the end of June, sales in 2015 totalled $55
million, and are on pace to top a record from 2014 when sales totalled $67 million. But Chinese consumers may not know where they come from.

Since its arrival in Nova Scotia last year, Zoneco has been air shipping about
35,000 pounds a week to China from of its plant in Eastern Passage outside
Halifax. The company has applied for permits for a five-fold expansion of the
operation and says it will open another facility on the province’s south shore.
The company’s promotional campaign includes a feel-good video featuring crews who catch and process the lobster caught off Nova Scotia. A portion
of the video with Nova Scotia Fisheries Minister Keith Colwell features Chinese
subtitles. “It’s the right thing to do to tell the true story and let consumers
know,” says Liu. He also agrees successful rebranding could yield a higher price
and a better bottom line. “We believe that would be the result.”
Replacing a widely-accepted generic name is going to be very difficult, according
to Mount Saint Vincent University marketing expert Dr. Peter Mombourquette.
“Most companies that try to brand a commodity generally stop after a certain
point. There’s very few companies that have been been successful doing so,” he
said.
Mombourquette also questions whether consumers in China who may eat lobster two or three times a year will really be able to distinguish a difference between lobster from Atlantic Canada and the United States.

Executives from Zoneco handle a lobster at the plant in Nova Scotia
earlier this year. Photo courtesy of The Chronicle Herald.

BAIT

Liu points to Norwegian-farmed salmon and branding by the Alaskan Seafood
Institute as successes. He admits the effort will take time but the company is in
for the long haul, saying for instance that its expansion plans are going ahead
despite a weakening Chinese economy. “A short-term phenomenon will not
change our strategic decision.”

.D.JMMBO0ffTIPSF
4VSWJWBM5SBJOJOH
USCG Accepted Fishing Vessel
Drill Conductor Training — Since 1994
More Than 1500 People Trained in New England

+PIO.D.JMMBO – Fishing Vessel Drill Conductor
2$FMM

Why buy second hand?

XXXNDNJMMBOPGGTIPSFDPNtKNDNJMMBO!NDNJMMBOPGGTIPSFDPN

Buy Fresh! Buy Direct!

6QDPNJOHDMBTTFT4FQU 4PVUIXFTU)BSCPS
0DUPCFS 4UPOJOHUPO0DUPCFS #FMGBTU Garry Moores @ (207) 838-4440
'VUVSFEBUFTMPDBUJPOCFJOHQMBOOFEGPS
Kevin Plowman @ (207) 780-3256
,FOOFCVOLQPSU )BSQTXFMMBOE#FMGBTU
&-5)(..5/-5# 5#(.,-.5#(5)(/.#(!55&--5#(53)/,5)''/(#.38

Herring
g • Redfish • Pogies
g

64$('7$PPSEJOBUPST

46#+&$54
$07&3&%

Vessel; Fire Fighting; Man Overboard; Flooding;
! Abandon
Donning Immersion Suits; Launching Life Rafts; PFDs;
May Day Proceedures; Visual Distress Signals

By

By

the

the

tank

barrel

Fresh
19 Front Street, Rockland
594-0405

Frozen
20 New County Rd., Rockland
542-1856

Can’t wait for the next issue of Landings?

ϐǫ ǫ
  ǫ

OharaBait.com
Serving Maine fishermen for over 65 years

www.facebook.com/mlcalliance
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HEALTH INSURANCE ENROLLMENT BEGINS NOV. 1
By April Gilmore McNutt
It’s hard to believe the summer has
passed and health insurance open enrollment is right around the corner
again! This will be the third open enrollment period under the Affordable Care
Act. Open enrollment for 2016 health
insurance coverage starts November 1
and will end January 31, 2016. If you enroll in a plan before December 15, your
coverage will start January 1.
The open enrollment period for 2016
April Gilmore McNutt is the Maine
is even shorter than in previous years
Lobstermen’s Association’s health care
so be sure to plan ahead to make your
Navigator. MLA photo.
enrollment as simple as possible. And
since the first two months overlap with
the holiday season, if you wait you could get stuck scrambling during the closing weeks of open enrollment. The last few weeks are always extremely busy,
so to avoid long waiting times on the phone or any technical issues with the
healthcare.gov web site, it’s best to start the process early. Navigators are here
to help you in person as well, but schedules have been known to fill up fast!
If you miss the open enrollment period you can only enroll in a plan for 2016
if you meet “special enrollment” criteria, meaning you have some sort of life
event that would qualify you: for example, if you have a baby or get married or
move outside your plan’s service area.
Maine residents will have even more choices this year as Aetna becomes the
fourth company offering plans in the Maine marketplace along with Anthem,
Community Health Options ( formerly Maine Community Health Options) and
Harvard Pilgrim. Plans offered by all four companies will range from bronze
to gold level, with catastrophic plans available to those people 30 years old
and under. All plans will cover the essential health benefits required under the
Affordable Care Act, such as prescriptions, emergency services, preventative
care, and pregnancy, maternity and newborn care. You’ll want to take your
time to look through plan options and choose a plan that suits your needs. The
MLA will be here to help you look through plan options, help answer questions
and assist with enrollment if needed.

If you already have insurance through the Marketplace, re-enrollment will be
similar to the previous years: if you enrolled in a plan using www.healthcare.
gov you will be automatically re-enrolled in the same plan or, if your current
plan is no longer available, in a similar plan. Insurance companies are required
to let you know about any changes to existing plans or new plans offered during open enrollment. If you have experienced any changes to your contact information, household size or estimated household income over this past year
it is best to update your healthcare.gov account as soon as possible to reflect
your current situation. Federal health insurance subsidies are based on household size and estimated household income; lack of accurate information could
affect your future eligibility.
Healthcare.gov will also reach out to you through mail or email to let you know
about your re-enrollment.
Ways to enroll will be the same as before: online, in person with an assister or
over the phone at the healthcare.gov call center (1-800-318-2596 open 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week). Enrolling through healthcare.gov will allow you to apply
for federal subsidies, which could help lower your health insurance costs each
month.
If you have any questions regarding how to make updates, what plan options
are available or how to enroll, please contact the MLA. We are here to help you
understand your options and enroll in the best plan for you and your family.
Phytoplankton continued from page 15

The Arctic meltwater flows into the Labrador Sea. That cold fairly fresh water fuels the Labrador Current, an arm of which winds its way into the Gulf
of Maine at the surface. Scientists refer to that water as Scotian Shelf Water.
Warmer, nutrient-rich water slips in over Georges Bank and the continental
shelf; that deep water is called Slope Water. “If lots of freshwater is coming in,
then the deep slope water can’t come in,” Townsend said. As a result, phytoplankton may find themselves without the nutrients they need to explode into
a bloom, both in the spring and in the winter months.
The Gulf of Maine is a complex system, whose rich productivity is a result of
interactions among the sun, the currents, and the wind. As the Earth’s climate
warms, that complex interplay has begun to change as well.

Open Enrollment for 2016 health
insurance coverage begins
November 1, 2015

NEED INSURANCE NOW?
+HUULQJ3RJLHV5HG¿VK
Frozen Products, Salt
207-389-9155
E-mail
jenniebplb@yahoo.com

Cell phone

207-841-1454

You may qualify for coverage now if you:
Ȉ  
Ȉ  
Ȉ  ȋǡǡ
 ǯȌ
Ȉ ȋǤ 
 Ȍ
Ȉ   
Ȉ    
Ȉ 
  ϔ  
 ǡ Ǥ

www.healthcare.gov
Questions?ͻǦͶͷͷͷ
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INTERNATIONAL MARITIME LIBRARY A LABOR OF LOVE
By Jon Johansen
Publisher, Maine Coastal News
Wouldn’t it be helpful to be able to go to your computer and find specific information on a maritime subject? Yes, there is a lot of maritime information
on the Internet, but there is a lot more still buried in the most obscure places.
Another issue is that it is fragmented. You will find some here and some there,
and at times it is nearly impossible to tie them together unless you know all
the details. The International Maritime Library (IML) was formed in 2006 to
answer this problem. It will be a digital library, based on computerized information, which can be called up at the touch of a button.

Maine’s history of merchant vessels
is rich but unavailable to a casual
researcher. Photo courtesy of the
Penobscot Marine Museum.

I have always been interested in
maritime history and have consistently made it a part of the editorial content of Maine Coastal News.
When putting together an article
on vessels built on the Penobscot
River I noticed there was not a
complete detailed database on the
vessels built in each town which
could be accessed easily. I began to create a list for each of the
towns on the river using the “List
of Merchant Vessels for the United
States” (MVUS).

Searsport. He had done a good job compiling lists for vessels built mainly from
Penobscot Bay to Eastport. Applebee documented just sailing vessels, thus he
missed all the steamers and many of the small boats.
Another source is Custom House records, which provide additional information on vessels arriving at certain ports around the United States. There were
several volumes published by the Works Project Administration (WPA) in the
1930s and early 1940s, however, some were left partially completed. Only two
Maine towns’ records were published.
It is helpful having the basic information on all these vessels, but there is a lot
of other information regarding the rest of a ship’s life which was basically nonexistent, such as where did she sail, her master(s), owner(s), and what was her
fate. A major source for this information is in old newspapers and magazines.
Reading and transcribing all the maritime related articles takes hundreds
of hours for each newspaper or magazine published, but in the end it is well
worth the time spent.
The more one researches this material the more one will realize just what else
needs to be done. The state of Maine is well known for those who went to sea,
especially the deep sea voyagers. Information on these people, especially those

Not thinking about the time it was
going to take, I expanded this to not only encompass all the towns of the state
of Maine, but for the United States. The “MVUS” was published yearly from 1867
until the early 1990s and contains basic information (Name; Official Number;
Signal Letters; Rig; Gross and Net Tonnage; Length; Breadth; Depth; Service;
Crew; Indicated Horsepower; When Built; Where Built; and Homeport) on
each vessel registered in the United States. After 6,000 hours I had entered the
data for approximately 31,000 merchant sailing vessels from 1867 to 1885 and
then decided to start compiling a list of steam vessels from the “MVUS” for the
years 1867 to 1903.
While entering this data I found that there were lists of vessels compiled by
Robert Applebee of Stockton Springs at the Penobscot Marine Museum in

Vessels in Monhegan Harbor. Photo courtesy of the Penobscot Marine
Museum.

who became masters, is lacking. Obituaries did not contain a lot of information
until the late 1800s. Reading through old newspapers helps, but a lot of information unfortunately is not documented. A trip through a coastal cemetery
can give you a lot of basic information on captains and those lost at sea, but
adding to that can be very challenging.
Maine is also well-known for boatbuilding, but there is not a lot of early documentation. Fortunately some newspapers found boatbuilding interesting
enough to write articles about it. What can you find about the early lobster
boat builders and the boats they built? Are there any photographs?
There is some documentation of fishing vessels in the newspapers. Last winter
I spent a vast amount of time documenting the Grand Banks fishing vessels
sailing out of Gloucester, Massachusetts. These files include not only the vessels, but also the masters, owners, outfitters and lost vessels as well as crew
members.

Garbo depends on the hard work and
stewardship of Maine lobstermen.

Thank you !
3RXQG5G32%R[+DQFRFN0DLQH
SHWHG#JDUEROREVWHUFRP

IML, which is a non-profit organization, is dedicated to the collection, computerization and preservation of all maritime information, such as books, periodicals, documents, personal papers and photographs. Making all this maritime
information easily available is the backbone of IML’s mission. I’m constantly
adding basic information to create more useful databases. In years past, extremely in-depth research generally resulted in academic books, but that is not
a logical product today. Now one writes the text, illustrates it and publishes it on
the Internet. The upside is that there is little to no cost and if you need to make
corrections, or have learned additional information, you can easily correct it.
I was told by Tim Hodgdon of Hodgdon Yachts, who recognized the amount
of work needed to get this information computerized, that I will not live long
enough to complete this project. I hope to prove him wrong, but if not, I at least
will have made a big dent in it!
To become a member of the International Maritime Library, visit the Web site at
www.internationalmaritimelibrary.org; e-mail igmatats@aol.com; or call 207223-8846.
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Safety continued from page 1

“A 25% fail rate is normal,” Smith said. “Vessels that have never had an exam
before tend to be more deficient. There’s been very little pushback. Most say
that they should have done it before.”

Additional safety requirements
coming in 2016

Typically the safety inspectors find simple things, such as fire extinguishers
and first aid supplies, are out of date. However, some vessels lack more serious
items, such as survival suits or crew training in flooding, collision or fire procedures. Moores has visited several boats that have survival suits aboard but no
one on the vessel has ever tried them on. “These are $300 suits. I said, ‘You go
to Walmart to get a new pair of $40 shoes, you generally try them on first.’ And
these are things that can save your life. You should make sure they fit and you
know how to use them.”

Additional safety requirements for fishing vessels will come in to force in
2016. On February 16, commercial fishing vessels will be required to carry
survival craft capable of keeping the user out of the water. Buoyant apparatus and life floats do not meet this requirement. Those vessels required to
carry survival craft will be required to carry an inflatable buoyant apparatus, a life raft or a life boat, depending upon your vessel’s area of operation.

If major life safety items are not in compliance, the inspectors can’t give a safety
decal and the boat owner must reschedule for a second exam. Smith doesn’t
anticipate being overwhelmed as the October 15 date draws closer. “If someone has passed the exam in the last three years [since January 1, 2013] then
their decal will be valued for five years rather than the regular two years,” he explained. “That makes a difference.” Moores, on the other hand, recognizes that
not all the boats in his area will have passed the exam by the deadline. “We’re
not going to get to all of them in time,” he said.
Kevin Plowman, Coast Guard safety examiner for the coast from New
Hampshire to Boothbay, said that those boats not in compliance could face a
fine as of October 16. “But it’s likely that someone would get a warning the first
time. You’d have 30 days to take the exam and pass. If a safety exam takes place
at sea, however, and there are real issues, you might have the trip terminated
then.” For those who continue to flout the requirement, a fine of up to $5,000
per violation can be levied.
Plowman also strongly encourages all fishermen to go through the Commercial
Fishing Vessel Checklist at www.FishSafe.info before the inspector shows up at
the dock. “I had a guy in Boothbay Harbor, he’d gone through the checklist and
found a few problems. He fixed them before the exam. Basically it was painless
and we were done in 40 minutes,” he said.
The Commercial Fishing Vessel Checklist asks the boat owner to answer questions about his boat. At the end it will print out a list of safety equipment requirements for the vessel; the owner makes sure all those things are on the boat
and then calls one of the three Coast Guard safety inspectors to schedule the
exam.
Plowman recognizes that this is a busy time of the year for most lobstermen.
But, he says, “You should have gotten it done.”

On March 1, commercial fishing vessels 65 or more feet in length will be
required to carry an Automated Identification System (AIS). Commercial
fishing vessels may install a Class B AIS device versus a Class A device if the
vessel operates at a speed of less than 14 knots.

Lender Ordered | Former Lobster Pound & Single Family Home
Ěķ$FUHV:LWKďķ)URQWDJHRQ&DUU\LQJ3ODFH&RYH
ĚķOEV:RUNLQJ&DSDFLW\/REVWHU3RXQG
ĚķVI+RPH:LWK%5%$.LWFKHQ/5'5
Ě6WRUDJH6KHGV
Ě%DLW6KHG
Ě'HWDFKHG&DU*DUDJH

October 21, 12pm
Location: 140 Pound Road, Addison, ME
Previews: Please call for details.
Tranzon Auction Properties, Thomas W. Saturley, ME RE Lic. #90600017 & ME AUC #757
Sale subject to Terms & Conditions. Brokers welcome.

TRANZON.COM

207-775-4300

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.
HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE
POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS
16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS
Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: http://www.midcoast.com/~marinhyd/

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com
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MLA SAYS GOOD-BYE TO APRIL MCNUTT
By Melissa Waterman
This month the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) says good-bye to April
Gilmore McNutt. April, 34, started working for the MLA in February, 2011, as
an educational assistant involved with the Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA)
program. The MLA administered the TAA program, which provided business
training for lobstermen and sternmen impacted by foreign imports, for nearly
three years. More than 1,850 lobstermen completed the program. April then
went on to become trained as a health insurance Navigator, assisting lobstermen and their families to apply for health insurance plans through the
Affordable Care Act (ACA).
So it’s safe to say that April has had a very thorough experience of federal programs and bureaucracies. Despite that, she has remained a cheerful and very
capable presence within the MLA office. “April has been a tremendous asset
to the MLA. She’s just one of those people who gets it – she understands lobstermen and their families – you really can’t teach that,” commented Patrice
McCarron, MLA’s Executive Director. “April is smart, personable and has a
great sense of humor. And on top of that, she’s a hard worker and willing to put
in the time and jump through all the hoops necessary to successfully administer federal programs to an industry that really doesn’t fit any of the molds.”
“I was really so excited to get the position [in 2011],” April recalled. “I always
wanted to work with the lobstering community. It was close to my heart because I grew up around it.” April was raised in Bath where her family has operated Gilmore Seafood for many years. Friends from the area as well as relatives
were fishermen and lobstermen. “I have always had a lot of respect for the hard
work they do,” she said.

“April has been a tremendous asset to the MLA.
She’s just one of those people who gets it — she
understands lobstermen and their families — you
really can’t teach that.”
Jumping into a world as complex as the TAA program proved to be a bit daunting but April soon got her feet under her. “Working with Annie [Tselikis, program coordinator] was a lot of fun. She was the teacher and I was the assistant,”
April said. Through her work, April met many lobstermen and their families,
connections that would prove valuable in her next assignment. “April has an
incredible way of working with people. She is patient and kind and an excellent listener,” Tselikis commented. “The TAA process was new to us in Maine
and not without challenges in the program administration. April was a pro at
all of this and she was so fun to work with, whether we were in the office in
Kennebunk or on the road running trainings.”
The ACA kicked off in October, 2013, with a malfunctioning Web site and a
whole lot of confusion among potential participants as well as the Navigators
whose job was to help them. “Oh my gosh, we were really overwhelmed,” April
said. “I worked to get myself up to speed and had great help from a network
of people in the state.” She credits staff at Maine Community Health Options,
Maine Health Access Foundation and Maine Primary Care Association with
helping her become competent in the complex and constantly changing health
insurance program. “Maine has a great network of people involved with the
ACA. We exceeded expectations for enrollment that first year and are still one
of the top states for enrollment. It shows the hard work these people put in,” she
said. April was funded through a grant to Fishing Partnership Support Services
of Massachusetts and worked closely with that organization’s office.

During this time April also experienced some major changes in her personal
life. In 2013 she and her partner Dan McNutt bought their first house together
in South Portland. The next year the couple married; in 2015 they welcomed
their first child, a son named Walter, into the world. “Yup, we’re wasting no
time here,” April laughed. She is looking forward to spending more time at
home for the next few years yet recognizes the pleasure she has drawn from
her experiences at the MLA. “I like working with people in the ways I’ve done
here. I’d really like to stay working with the fishing community. I’m grateful I’ve
had this experience because I did so many different things,” she said.

Supporting our
Coastal Fishing Communities
with Employment Opportunities
MAINE FAIR TRADE LOBSTER IS ACTIVELY HIRING.
Transportation is available.
We are looking for motivated and enthusiastic people to fulfill
a variety of positions in our newly renovated lobster production facility located in Prospect Harbor. Training is available
for all positions. Pay rate starts at $10 per hour. All full-time
employees are eligible for benefits after 90 days including
health, dental, paid holidays and paid time off.
How to apply?
Apply online at www.mftlobster.com, in person at 200 Main
Street, Prospect Harbor, ME, or call Anna Carver, Personnel
Manager at 207-963-9010 x 202 for an application.

www.bessybait.com
Phone: 603.300.2846 or 603.300.2849
Email: info@bessybait.com
Bessy Bait is sold at our warehouse located at
155 rear Batchedler Rd., Seabrook NH 03874
Please call for HOURS and PRICING!
Bessy Bait is also sold at all Brooks Trap Mill locations.
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traps fishing
even when
you can’t get
to ‘em!

April Gilmore McNutt and young Walter say good-bye.
Photo by D. McNutt.
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Commissioner Keliher explained to lobstermen, “We need to create a functional entry system, but the resource is already fully exploited so we don’t want to
increase effort into the fishery.” He continued, “But people on the waiting list
are looking for a predictable time frame to receive a license so that they can
plan to get into the fishery. What is a reasonable time frame… five years? We’re
here to get feedback from the industry. The future of Maine’s lobster industry
and coastal communities depends on a functional entry system.”
“[DMR] staff looked at two ways of doing that—creating a whole new system
with transferable trap tags or by modifying our existing system,” he continued.
“I really thought trap tag transfers would be the way to go but after staff analyzed this approach we found that it was high risk and low reward so we took
it off the table. Instead, we’re looking at making simple changes to the existing
system.” The Commissioner explained that resolving latency remains a priority
for the department, but previous proposals have been met with a lot of resistance from lobstermen. Instead, through a series of small changes, the department reasons that latency will slowly resolve itself.

Feedback from Zone D and Zone F was more heated. These lobstermen were
confused about why the DMR would recommend changing the currency from
tags to licenses when the zones already have the authority to use either method. They voiced strong concern that this would result in the Legislature undermining the zones’ authority.
Gerry Cushman, a Port Clyde lobsterman, stated, “I’m out on the water every
day and your numbers don’t make sense. You [Commissioner Keliher] say we’ve
lost 168 licenses, but I have not seen any reduction in the number of traps in
the water. There are traps set on top of traps. We are still on the edge with bait.
There is already too much effort. How can you say that you are going to increase
entry and not increase effort? You are taking latent effort out and putting active
effort in. None of this makes sense!”
Based on its analysis, DMR staff argued that the increase in effort lobstermen
are seeing on the water is not coming from latent effort or from new licenses.
Rather, the increase in effort is coming from within the fishery — from lobstermen changing how and where they fish.

Keliher made his case for simple reforms to create a more functional entry system through three potential actions: 1) change how we approach ratios, 2) increase opportunities for students, and 3) address retirement. A potential fourth
reform would address future latency.

Bob Baines from South Thomaston asked, “So what do you think will happen
if the offshore fishery falls off and all of those boats come back inshore?” Carl
Wilson, director of DMR’s Bureau of Marine Science, answered, “It would be a
mess.”

The first change that Keliher proposed was to use licenses as the currency for
the exit ratios and cap ratios at 3 to 1. This issue was given the most attention and was most controversial. The DMR presented data for each zone on
the net increase or decrease in licenses and tags from 2008 to 2014, as well as
a hypothetical scenario on the change in licenses and tags had the ratios been
based on licenses. The net change reflects the number of licenses sold in 2008
compared to the number of licenses sold in 2014, so it encompasses all of the
licenses retired and all of the new entrants to the fishery.

It comes down to how one defines effort. For lobstermen, effort equals traps in
the water. For DMR, effort equals licenses and trap tags sold. Based on the level
of emotion expressed during the meetings, these are clearly not the same thing.

DMR’s analysis shows that Zone C, the state’s only open zone, had a minimal increase of 11 licenses and 29,000 tags during the six-year period. All other zones
showed a net decrease in both licenses and tags as a result of the limited-entry
program.
In Zone D, licenses have decreased by 15% (168 licenses) under the 5:1 ratio based on tags. However, had the exit ratio been based on licenses rather
than tags, licenses still would have decreased by 13% (142 licenses). The
Commissioner reasoned that if the zones used licenses for the exit ratios rather
than tags, they would have still achieved their goal of reducing effort.
Additionally, using licenses rather than tags would allow more opportunity
for entry for those on the waiting list. DMR’s analysis indicates that 45 people
would have entered the fishery from the waiting list as opposed to only 18 who
have gained entry over the past six years. If licenses had been used for the ratio, the size of the Zone D waiting list would have been reduced from approximately 60 to 33. The DMR concluded that this simple change—basing the exit
ratios on licenses rather than tags—would create a more fluid entry system
while continuing to reduce effort.
The Commissioner told a group of more than 50 lobstermen at the Machias
meeting that Zone A has already implemented these changes and is the poster
child for creating a more functional entry system. Zone A voted to change its
ratio to 3:1 based on licenses. “I’m not trying to drive a wedge [between the
zones],” Keliher said, “I’m just trying to point out that we can make a big difference with small changes. Zone A has had 22 people come off the waiting list in
the last two years.” By contrast, Zone B, which also changed its ratio from tags
to licenses, but remained at 5:1, has seen only four new entrants in the last two
years. Zones D, E, F and G, all of which have a 5:1 ratio based on tags, have seen
a range of between two and six new entrants in the last two years.
Feedback varied widely across the zones. Lobstermen from Zones A, B and C
generally supported the change, while the other zones worried about creating
more effort on the water. Lobstermen at the Deer Isle and Vinalhaven meetings, both located in Zone C, were confused about what the DMR was trying to
solve. A Deer Isle lobsterman asked, “If Zone C has only gained 11 licenses since
2008, what’s the problem? Why do zones have ratios?” “That’s a good question,”
responded the Commissioner. Ironically, Zone C lobstermen recently completed
a non-binding questionnaire to gauge opinion on closing the zone; the non-official results, with a 35% response rate, indicate a roughly 2 to 1 margin in favor of
closing the zone.
Zones A and B offered similar feedback. Rock Alley, a Beals Island lobsterman,
asked, “What’s the harm in opening them [the zones] all up?” Jack Merrill, an
Islesford lobsterman, asked the room, “How many of you guys had to wait seven
years to get your license? No one should have to wait that long. It’s not fair.”
Zone A lobstermen wondered why the Commissioner continues to hold meetings to discuss things that don’t need fixing. John Drouin, a Cutler lobsterman
who serves on the Zone A Council, asked the Commissioner, “Why are you talking about these things in a way that is meant to create fear? There are no 20, 30
or 40 year waiting lists. The GMRI report said the average time on a waiting list
is only six years.” Richard Alley, an Addison lobsterman, asked, “Why do you
keep coming out trying to fix things that aren’t broken? Those [latent] licenses
aren’t a problem. They pay for them, which benefits the state and doesn’t take
anything from the resource.”

Bar Harbor lobsterman Jon Carter said that the ratios were put in place at a
time when managers were demanding that Maine control its effort because the
lobster population was thought to be in decline. “Weren’t we supposed to go to
1:1 once we reached our goal? Maybe we need to rethink why we are keeping
people out of the fishery because the resource is really healthy,” he said.
“This is not the same fishery and not the same resource that we had when this
system was put in place over 15 years ago,” noted the Commissioner. Since 2000,
statewide lobster landings have more than doubled, from 57 million pounds to
124 million pounds. While landings have increased, two zones have had people
on the waiting list for 10 years; five zones have had people on the waiting list
for at least eight years.
Years on Zone Waiting List
#
years
waiting

10
(2005)

9
(2006)

8
(2007)

7
(2008)

6
(2009)

5
(2010)

4
(2011)

3
(2012)

2
(2013)

1
(2014)

TOTAL

A

--

--

--

9

5

3

9

8

2

3

39

B

7

12

4

6

8

8

3

3

3

1

55

open zone

C
D

3

12

6

7

4

8

10

2

3

2

57

E

--

--

3

5

3

5

2

3

5

2

28

F

--

--

1

7

7

7

6

7

2

2

39

G

--

19

6

7

10

3

6

4

1

1

57

TOTAL

10

43

20

41

37

34

36

27

16

11

275

Source: DMR 2015 New Zone Entrant Determinaon, May 2015

At the Portland meeting, Chebeague Island lobsterman Jeff Putnam warned,
“You shouldn’t undermine the zones. There will be more effort in the water if
you change to licenses.”
Long Island lobsterman Steve Train asked the Commissioner, “If the Legislature
decides to do this anyway, will you at least consider not counting those latent
licenses [with no tags] when they are retired?” Another Zone F lobsterman
asked if the Commissioner had considered how many more people will sign up
for the Apprentice Program if time on the waiting list is shortened.
“You know, if we just leave the existing system alone, effort will be cut in half
in just 10 years as lobstermen retire. Have you considered that?” asked Donny
Young, a Cushing lobsterman. He suggested that if the DMR insists on changing
all the exit ratios to licenses, they should consider putting a cap on the number
of tags for each zone.
The DMR’s second proposal, to improve student entry by increasing the age
to obtain a commercial license from under 18 to under 23, was well received
across the state. “It’s not right that kids need to choose their career by the time
they are 15 to get into this fishery, and it’s really not right that kids would have
to drop out of school to complete their time,” said David Cousens of South
Thomaston. Lobstermen across the state concurred that this would be a good
change to the entry system. Dwight Carver, a Beals Island lobsterman, agreed.
“It’s the right thing to do and it’s about time. We need to give a person time to
grow up before they decide what they want to do.” DMR noted that this change
will help alleviate pressure on the waiting list. “We hope that by getting more
students through by increasing the age, we would move a lot of people off the
waiting list,” added DMR’s marine policy director Deirdre Gilbert.
The Commissioner raised the question of whether this sort of reform should be
retroactive. “What do you think about going through the list and letting anyone
who had completed their Apprentice Program before they turned 23 in? That
would really move some people off the list.” DMR staff stated that, depending
Continued on page 23
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In the
NEWS
GOOD SEASON ON P.E.I.

SEARSPORT DREDGING PERMIT PROCESS HALTED

Fall lobster landings on Prince Edward Island are on par with those of last
year. The price, however, is much better. Most lobstermen are receiving $5.25
a pound for canners and $5.75 a pound for market size; both prices have risen
a quarter since the season began in August. At $5.25 and $5.75 cents a pound,
fall lobstermen are averaging $1.75 more per pound than last year. Fall prices
on the island have generally lagged behind spring lobster prices. This year, however, the fall lobstermen are receiving 75 cents more a pound for canners and
50 cents more per pound for markets than the spring lobstermen did at the end
of their season.

The Army Corps of Engineers withdrew its permit application to the Maine
Department of Environmental Protection to dredge parts of Searsport harbor
in September.
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The Maine Department of Transportation (MDOT), which is co-sponsoring the
project, said the withdrawal was likely temporary and that a revised application would probably be resubmitted. The federal agency and MDOT have just
ironed out an agreement on matching funds, with each side contributing an
additional $150,000 to the application process.
The state would like to improve cargo ship access to Mack Point where the
shallowest part of the channel is believed to be about 31 feet deep. The channel has not been dredged since it was first dug in 1964. Since then ships have
gotten bigger, in part because of safety requirements such as double hulls, and
the channel depth means ships can only come in at high tide. If the channel is
deepened to 40 feet, it will allow ships to dock more frequently and not have to
wait for a high tide.
DMR RECOGNIZES STAFF MEMBERS
Department of Marine Resources staff received awards from Commissioner
Patrick Keliher during the Department’s annual meeting on Friday, September
11 at the Department’s Boothbay Harbor facility. Marine Resource Scientist
Heidi Bray received the Employee of the Year Award for work implementing
a new online licensing system; Secretary Specialist Jessica McKay received a
Special Commendation for organizing the Department’s move to its new location; and Marine Resource Scientist David Libby received the Manager of the
Year Award for serving as Interim Bureau of Marine Science Director after the
retirement of previous Director Linda Mercer.
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From left to right, Heidi Bray, Commissioner Keliher, Jessica McKay, and
David Libby. DMR photo.
A VERY L-O-N-G LOBSTER ROLL
As part of the P.E.I. International Shellfish Festival in September, the Prince
Edward Island Fishermen’s Association prepared one continuous lobster roll
just under 23 meters (75.5 feet) in length. It took almost ten hours to bake and
assemble the mighty roll, which required 32 local lobstermen plus a police escort to be carried to the festival’s main tent. About 34 kilograms of lobster meat
(75 pounds) was mixed with 11 kilograms of mayonnaise (24 pounds) and 11
kilograms of vegetables. The roll, which beat the previous 22-meter (72.1 feet)
record for length held by Shediac, New Brunswick, served 400 people.
After the story made headlines, Michel Boudreau, the president of the Shediac
lobster festival, quickly reached out to CBC News to dispute the lobster roll
record. “As the Shediac Lobster Festival president … I am proud to report that
this year’s lobster roll record was 85 feet, 6 inches which is 26 metres in length,”
Boudreau wrote in an e-mail. “I am happy to see that this event has stirred up
some friendly competition.” The giant Shediac lobster roll was made — and
enjoyed by many— during the town’s July festival.
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October 7
MLA Directors Meeting, 5 p.m., Darby’s in
Belfast. FMI: 967-4555.
October 8
Sea Urchin Zone Council meeting, 5 p.m.,
Ellsworth City Hall.
“Hopeful Signs from Canada: The Return of
Newfoundland Cod,” 7 p.m., Gulf of Maine
Research Institute, Portland. FMI: 228-1699.
Week of October 12
MLA V-notch Survey Week. FMI: 967-4555.
October 22
“Grit & Determination: Past, Present, and Future
Issues Facing Lobstering,” 2 p.m., Highlands of
Topsham and 6 p.m. Maine Maritime Museum,
Bath.

Upcoming
November 3-6
The American Lobster in a Changing Ecosystem
II, Rodd Charlottetown Hotel, Prince Edward
Island, Canada. FMI: 581-1443.
November 4-5
North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium Annual
Meeting, New Bedford, MA.
November 10
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative meeting, Island Institute, Rockland. FMI: 541-9310.
MLA Directors meeting, 5 p.m., Darby’s in
Belfast. FMI: 967-4555.
November 12
“Haddock and Beyond: Recent Success in
New England Fisheries,” 7 p.m., Gulf of Maine
Research Institute, Portland. FMI: 228-1699.

DMR meeting continued from page 21

on the zone, this would move from four (Zone E) to 15 (Zone D) additional people off the waiting
list. Some liked this idea, some did not. Others questioned how this helped the older Apprentices.
In Zone B, lobstermen asked what more could be done for Apprentices on the list: “Can they get a
token amount of tags to fish like students, to keep them interested? “Can DMR use tax records and
give credit for time as a sternman?” and “Can’t you do something to get full-time lobstermen from
other zones off the list?”
There was no consensus from the industry on how to deal with lobstermen who are winding down
their careers. The DMR proposed creating a new limited commercial license which would be offered with fewer tags and at a lower cost. The license would be available to purchase voluntarily
for those who want to keep a lobster license but are fishing less. Presently, 11% of all commercial
lobstermen hold an over-70 license (530 licenses). DMR staff noted that creating a limited commercial license might not do much for those on the waiting list, but it would address some of the
latency. Some lobstermen felt that this couldn’t hurt; others could not understand the point since
over-70 licenses are already discounted and those lobstermen don’t have to purchase 800 tags.
Zone A lobstermen offered a different approach, noting that if you allow lobstermen to purchase
only the tags they want to fish each year, and remove the provision that you can only increase by
100 tags each year, you wouldn’t need a limited license and you would get rid of a lot of latent tags.
The final idea offered for discussion was a “use it or lose it” concept for new entrants. “Should we
be looking at preventing the creation of new latent effort in the fishery?” asked Commissioner
Keliher. “I know many Apprentices have been frustrated when licenses are awarded and not
fished.” The Commissioner also asked if new entrants should be required to report their landings.
Most lobstermen agreed with requiring new entrants to use their lobster licenses within a specified time range; there was virtually no support for requiring them to report.
“The department believes these changes can create a more functional entry system without increasing effort,” Keliher said. “We need to continue to get industry feedback, but we will be putting a department bill forward for the upcoming session in January.” House Marine Resources
Committee Chair Walter Kumiega noted, “There should be time for DMR to take this bill out to the
zone councils for feedback. They would need to meet in January, February at the latest.”

Overview of Changes in # of Lobster Licenses and Trap Tags
Net change from 2008 to 2014

Tags

Licenses

Licenses

Landings

Value

(if ratio based on
licenses not tags)
A

↓ 41,000 (6%)

↓ 118 (11%)

↓ 83 (8%)

↑ 14 million
(102%)

↑ $50 million (108%)

B

↑ 2,000 (1%)

↓ 33 (6%)

↓ 22 (4%)

↑ 10 million
(128%)

↑ $38 million
(134%)

C

↑ 29,000 (6%)

↑ 11 (1%)

NA

↑ 17 million
(113%)

↑ $60 million (116%)

D

↓ 85,000 (13%)

↓ 168 (15%)

↓ 143 (13%)

↑ 9 million
(54%)

↑ $38 million
(71%)

E

↓ 55,000 (24%)

↓ 111 (21%)

↓ 95 (18%)

↑ 335,000
(6%)

↑ 3 million (16%)

F

↓ 75,000 (15%)

↓ 127 (14%)

↓ 101 (11%)

↑ 3 million (35%)

↑ 16 million
(50%)

G

↓ 39,000 (17%)

↓ 77 (17%)

↓ 61 (14%)

↑ 1 million (35%)

↑ 6 million (45%)

Net change is all of the licenses retired plus all of the new entrants (students, wait list, medical,
military, transfers)
Source: Maine DMR (data presented at outreach meetings)

NERACOOS (Northeast Regional Association
of Coastal and Ocean Observing Systems) is
seeking pictures of how you use ocean information in your daily life: at home, at work or while
on vacation!
All photos are to be emailed to photo2015@
neracoos.org by October 30, 2015. All emails
must include the following information: photographer’s name, title and short description of
how you use NERACOOS data (less than 100
words). Photo submissions are to be limited to
two entries per person.
Entries will be graded by both photo and story
and the top three will be selected. Winners will
be announced on December 10, 2015 at the
NERACOOS Annual Meeting. Prizes include a
$500 Grand Prize, $250 2nd place, and $100
3rd place.
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THESE ARE NOT YOUR GRANDFATHER’S BAIT BAGS
In the old days, when lobster traps were made of wood and that wood was often cut and milled by the fisherman himself, human hands made bait bags.
Knitting a net was a skill taught early on to the young by older men and women.
It is a specialized form of knitting requiring a mesh board (a board with short
rods that govern the size of the mesh), a needle, and a fair bit of patience. Now
bait bags often come in a roll of pre-knitted nylon which a lobsterman can cut
and shape to the size he wants.
On Vinalhaven, Stephanie Crossman is still knitting bait bags the old-fashioned way but for a modern purpose. She creates bags, purses, shawls and
three-dimensional sculptures using the net stand, hand-carved needles, and
mesh board given to her years ago by her husband’s great-grandmother. Three
decades ago, at age 92, Gram J, as she was known, taught Crossman the traditional method of making net when she moved to the island to marry Matthew
Crossman. Now she uses those skills to make airy sculptures of the natural
world. Moving into three-dimensional figures required a different approach to
knitting. Crossman learned to stiffen the twine and knit over a form that could
be retracted when the sculpture was completed. The resulting creations have
a lacy, almost levitating, look about them. Crossman’s sculptures and other
works are available at fine craft shows around the country and online at
www.mainenetbags.com.

Building positive relationships
with fishermen, lobstermen
and clammers since 1935.
Ipswich Shellfish Company, Ipswich, MA • Maine Shellfish, Ellsworth, ME
United Shellfish, Grasonville, MD • Connecticut Shellfish, Branford, CT
Maine Shellfish, Kennebunk, ME • Low Country Shellfish, Charleston, SC

